PREGNANCY-ASSOCIATED VIOLENCE

IN RHODE ISLAND:

Pregnancy-associated death is a death of a birthing person during pregnancy or within one year of preg-
nancy regardless of the cause. Data on pregnancy-associated morbidity and mortality related to violence is
limited, as is data on intimate partner violence (IPV) in general. Intimate partner violence is a key psychoso-
cial and environmental risk factor for the leading causes of pregnancy-associated mortality: homicide,
suicide, and drug overdose.' Robust data systems are needed to establish a clear understanding of the
magnitude of and risk factors for pregnancy-associated violence in the population. population. While Rhode
Island has a diverse landscape of data sources, none of which capture the entire picture of violence nor IPV.

2023 Documented Intimate Partner Violence Cases
350

310
306 305 296
300
250
200
150
100
50 9 21 11 21 14 22 . 20

Jan-March April-June July-Sept Oct-Dec
[l ESSENCE |l Helpline [l EMS

ESSENCE = Electronic Surveillance System for the Early Notification of Community-Based Epidemics
Syndromic Surveillence Data, Helpline = Statewide Rhode Island Victims of Crime Helpline Data;
EMS = Emergency Medical Services Data

Please see Page 3 for more information about the data programs displayed here

Data suggests that ESSENCE captures fewer cases of IPV than the helpline, while EMS captures significantly
more—each with various risks of bias in reporting. While stories of IPV and pregnancy-associated violence
in the state emerge with these data sources, the overall picture is still lacking due to the variation in data
sources and their limitations including a lack of measuring pregnancy status. Measuring pregnancy-
associated violence and IPV in general is also challenging for several other reasons: underreporting, stigma,
lack of standardized reporting systems, the hidden nature of violence, limited access to healthcare, and
other cultural and legal barriers.? Addressing these challenges requires improved screening and data
collection methods.



Pregnancy-Associated Violence in Rhode Island: the Data Landscape

Screening for Pregnancy-Associated Intimate Partner Violence

Screening for IPV during pregnancy is critical to ensure pregnant people receive appropriate care and
support. This screening allows healthcare providers to identify and address IPV early in pregnancy, helping
to prevent or mitigate the adverse effects of IPV on the health of the birthing person and the fetus.? Since
2012, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists has advocated for routine IPV screening
during pregnancy and postpartum.? In 2018, the US Preventive Services Task Force elevated their IPV
screening recommendation for individuals of reproductive age from a grade | (insufficient evidence) to

a grade B (recommended), endorsing universal screening across the nation.*

Percent of Birthing People Screened for IPV in Rhode Island and the US
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* 41 states. Data source. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Pregnancy Risk Assessment
Monitoring System (PRAMS)

** Percent only of new mothers who had a healthcare encounter in the 12 months prior to conception,
not all new mothers

Please see Page 3 for more information about the data programs displayed here.

Data from the Rhode Island 2020-2022 PRAMS and a 41-state sample in 2020-2021 suggest that Rhode
Island likely out-performs much of the country in screening birthing people for IPV at preconception,
during prenatal care, and in the postpartum period.

Rhode Island’s Family Home Visiting Program also has tremendous screening success, with nearly universal
initial screening for IPV for primary caregivers enrolled for at least 6 months in 2023.

While Rhode Island continues to have IPV screening success, improvements are still needed in screening
and data quality to better understand pregnancy-associated IPV prevalence and risk factors.




HOQMN "Y¥esH plyd
pue [euJale| IO IBIUDD

‘PaMBIINDI
10U 2Je DUB|0IA pajeldosse-Aoueubaid
JO S3SED |B1RJ-UON "9DUB[OIA Y}M Pa
-}e1D0SSe 3¢ Jou Aew 1o Aew syieap asay |

¢dDd SeH
“JUBWAAJOAUI JADQ ‘(" BUISIA Ajiwied “DIM
"“6°9) swelboid ul Jusw|jolu] ‘buisnoy
9|geISUN 1O SSAUSSIIWOH ‘SN1elS Ueldldap
‘@duelnsu| yijeaH ‘uoiednddAudW
-Aojdw3 ‘uonesnp3 ‘i Adl Jo Aloisiy Auy
‘sniels diysuoneay ‘abenbue ‘Aiunod
yHIg ‘Aud1uyiz/eoey ‘sunouold/Auusp
J9pUID Yuiq e paubisse xas ‘aby

SOA

‘PaIp
Aayy uaym Aoueubaud 4o JeaA BUO UIYHIM
10 Jueubaid a1om oym 350y se paulyep
‘sy1eap paieposse-Aoueubaid sauiuiexs
pJeoq maiaal Aeurdidsipiynw siy

(D4Add)
99IWWOD) MBIARY Yiead
wnyedisod pue Adueubaid

DUB[OIA
J1S3WO( 1suleby uonieod
|4 9y} pue ‘auQ Aeq “a1uad
Aoedonpy A3|jeA auolsye|g

'S9DUBISWNDIID JIBY} 3SOJISIP

01 buljjimun ale Jo ‘djay siyi buryass
djesun 994 ‘djay SIy} }23s 0} JueM Jou op
oym [eudsoy ay3 Ul SIay3o aq Aew a1y |

sbenbue
Aewd “Aipiuyig/eoey ‘aby Jspusn

ON

‘sul|djay sy} pa1deIuod
OUM S|enplAIpul |[B 30U ‘Ad] 4oy dj3y
Buryass ase oym [eudsoy ayi ui syuaned
2un1ded Ajuo a1y papnjpul elep asay |

(duiidisH)
eleq auldieH awnud
O SWIDIA 4 SPIMIIELS

HOQNY ‘sdnewoyul
YieaH dljgnd pue sishjeuy
pue ejeq yijesH 10} 181us)

"S9SED Pale|RI-Ad| Ajuspl
01 }NdI4Ip M bupjew ‘sajou ysin/abeny Aue
3pN|pUl 10U Op ISA3MOY ‘S3POD sisoubelp
ab.eypsip apnpul gaH 'bumas [eydsoy/a3
3} JO SPISINO US3S 3ISM OYM S35
9pNppul 10U s80p AdH ‘IDNISSI 01 Jejiuis

sn1eis
9ouelnsu| ‘Aels Jo yibuseieq abieydsig
‘sisoubelq papoday 1si14 Jo |edidulid
'SN}e1s UoIssiupy ‘A1diuyij/eoey ‘xas ‘aby
1uailed ‘(quaitedul ‘yuswiiedsp Aousbisws)
adAL HSIA "o1eq MSIA “aweN Ayjided

ON

‘(uonezijeydsoy yuanedur Jo/pue
Juswiedap Adusbisws) [endsoy sy ul dn
papuUa oym sased ainyded Ajuo elep asay |

(aaH)
eleq abieydsiq |e1dsoH

HOQIY ‘sonewolu|
U}eaH dljand pue sisAjeuy
pue eyeq yi|eaH Joj Jerusd

'S92IN0S e1ep
Aseyuswa|dwod yum buoje paraidiaiul
3q p|noys pue Ateujwi|aid paJapisuod
2Je B1eP 9DUE||IDAINS JIWOIPUAS “UOIIEl|e1a]
JO 1ea} Jo AJ|iqelisap [e1POS 03 anp
S9DURISWINDIID Ad| DY} 9S0[2SIP Jou Aew op
OUM 350y} pue ‘g3 ay} ul dn pus jou |jim
S9SED Ad| JO Ajliofew 1seA ay] "219nas aiow
9q 01 A|93}l| 918 S9SED 3SaY3 SNy} ‘g3 Sy} Ul
dn pus oym sased ainided Ajuo elep asay L

sisoubeiq ableydsiq
‘uie|dwod yalyd ‘apod diz “Audiuyia/eoey
‘%3S 'aby Jusied ‘a1 MsIA ‘sweN Aujieq

ON

"9s5ed e Ajpuspl 0}

J3pJO Ul Jaulied a1ewul ue Jo aAisabbns
W3} pJom e yym palied ag 0} spasu
U930 3dU3|0IA |BD160joYIASd 10 ‘|enxas
‘leaisAyd o sisoubelp e ‘Ad| 4O 958D dY3 |
"1S9191U1 JO SHSIA Ajpuapl 03 eyep sisoubelp
ab.1eydsip pue ule|dwod §a1yd uo saljal
e1ep 9DUEB||I9AINS DIWOIPUAS 'sg3 eudsoy
24D 9IN2E Q| S,PUB|S| BPOYY WO} pariodal
e1ep HsiA (@3) ruswiiedsp Ausbiawa
Buisn sased |enualod Ajnuspl eiep asay |

1P 9DUB|[IDAINS DIWOIPUAS
(3DN3SS3) sa1wapid3
paseg-AjunwiwoD
40 uonesyoN
A1Je3 ay3 1o} wiansAs
9DUE|[I9AINS D]U0J1D3[]

HOAIY "YieaH pooypliyd
AjJe3 pue |e1euldd 10} IS1UsD)

‘JUsW||oIUd
1O SYIUOW XIS UIYHM pa1a|dwod 9q 1snwi
pue builisip Ajiweq paseg 9dUSpIAT Ul [|OIUD
oym syuedpipied |e 1oy st buiusauds siy L

UONBIUALIO
[eNxaS ‘AudIuyl3/eoey ‘x9S Ispuan ‘eby

SOA

‘AdI 10} pausaids aie

S3l|IWeY ‘SaNssI Yyeay Jayio buowy ‘swoy

9Y} Ul SIS|PPO1 PUB SIUBLUI IO} SIDIAIDS PUB
poddns |eyeusid sapinoid weiboud siyy

e1eq bunisin dWoH
Ajlwe4 paseg aouspIAg

HOQMY ‘sonewojul
UHeaH dljand pue sisAjeuy
pue eyeq yijeaH Joj Jsrusd

‘spodal-49s ul seiq Ayjigedissp
|BID0S O} NP dlewilsalapun ue aq Aew Siy L

snjels [ellely ‘odAL
9duelInsu| ‘uonednp3l ‘Audiuyi3/eoey by

SOA

foueubald
J3)je pue ‘bBulnp ‘a1043q sadusadxXa
puUe SIOIABYSQ ‘SopNile [eulatew
2in1ded 01 papuaiul I ASAINS [enuue Siy ]

eleq (SINVYd)
wa1sAS buriojuoln
JUBWISSASSY SIY Adueubald

(HOQMY) YesH
JO uBswWedaqg puels|
3poyY ‘SIS [BIIPIIN
Aousbiawg 4oy J9Iusd

uoneziuebiQ

'S9SED Ad| Se paziiobaledsiw
90 P|NO2 S||e} JO SISED JUB|OIA JDYI0 SWIOS
‘0S| "S9OUBISWNDID Ad]| 9Y} 9S0[2SIp 10U
[[IM INQ S221MS Aduabiawa [jed Aew Auely
'S92IAI9S Aduablawa pajjed Ajjleuonuaiul
oym asoy} apnpaul Ajuo sased asay |

sniess
SSAUSSa|AWOH A1dIUYIF/RdRY ‘X3S ‘9by

p9129)|10D
sJiydesbowag

ON

snjejls
foueubaid
sainsealn

‘suoissalduil Japinoid pue saaielseu
9SED UO Paseq Ad| JO UORIULaP a3} 193w
1ey} sunJ adue|nquie ||e apnpul e1ep asay |

uonduasaqg

e1eq (SN3)
S92IAIRS [BDIP3IA Adusbiaw]

swalsAs ejeq




Pregnancy-Associated Violence in Rhode Island: the Data Landscape

Recommendations to improve screening and data quality:
e Add a measure for pregnancy/postpartum status across data systems when possible

e Leverage multiple data sources and understand data limitations to get the most accurate
understanding of IPV and pregnancy-associated violence

* Improve data systems by regularly assessing data quality, coverage, and adding sociodemographic
attributes when possible

e Universal screening for IPV, from preconception through the postpartum period, using verbal screening
with open-ended questions, standardized questionnaires, or computer-assisted self-interviews?

e Universal training for healthcare providers working with pregnant and/or birthing people to help
create a safe environment for disclosing sensitive information and to identify unspoken signs of IPV

Training to effectively identify perinatal IPV and other practical guidance such as implementing screening
protocols, safety planning, and referrals is offered by Sojourner House for healthcare professionals and
other allied healthcare providers. To access the training, please reach out via a request form at sojourn-
erri.org/education-training/. Given the data landscape in Rhode Island, we must enhance screening efforts
and improve data quality to better intervene in pregnancy-associated violence and IPV.
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