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                                                                     Office of Drinking Water

                              Resident Water Tap Sample Collection Procedures


This sample is being collected to determine the lead and copper levels in tap water as required by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the State of Rhode Island. 

1. Choose a kitchen or bathroom cold water tap that you have been using on a regular basis. If possible, do not take the sample from a tap with a water softener attached.

2. Be sure the tap to be sampled has been used the day before sampling (or the morning before, if sampling in the evening).  

3. Wait at least six hours.  Do not use this tap, or any tap near it, while you are waiting. (It is often convenient to wait overnight, or while the house is empty all day.)

4. Place the opened sample bottle below the faucet and open the cold water tap, as you would to fill a glass of water. If the tap has an aerator, do not remove it prior to sampling. 

5. Fill the sample bottle to the line marked “1000-mL” and turn off the water.
6. Tightly cap the sample bottle and place in the sample kit provided. 
7. Review the sample submission form to ensure that all information is correct.
8. Note if any plumbing repairs or replacements have been done since you last sampling event on the label provided.  Also note if your sample was collected from a tap with a water softener.


TO BE COMPLETED BY SAMPLER

Water was last used: 
Time_______________ 
Date_______________


Sample was collected:
Time_______________

Date_______________

I have read the above directions and have taken a tap sample in accordance with these directions.

Signature ___________________________________ Date___________________

Call the Center of Drinking Water Quality at (401) 222 – 6867 with questions regarding these instructions.
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